
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 082 352 EA 005 468

TITLE Facilities for Early Childhood Education. School
Planning Guide Series/5.

INSTITUTION North Carolina State Dept. of Public Instruction,
Raleigh. Div. of School Planning.

PUB DATE Mar 70
NOTE 22p.; Publication No. 432

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
*Early Childhood Education; Environmental Influences;
*Facility Guidelines; Kindergarten; *Planning
(Facilities); *School Design

ABSTRACT
The planning of facilities for early childhood

education should be a part of a larger, comprehensive plan for
educational services in the community. Early childhood education
should not be an uncoordinated appendage tacked on to the existing
patterns of education in organization, programing, or staffing. A
number of diverse persons and agencies can help in developing the
program for early childhood educational services -- teachers,
administrators, principals, parents, specialists in early childhood
education, representatives of State educational services and
institutions of higher learning, and other consultants. Parents
should be involved when the program for early childhood education is
being developed and formed, or even participate in the early stages
of the processes for planning the facilities for early childhood
centers. The basic nature and characteristics of young children
constitute the prime criteria in planning facilities for early
childhood education. The purpose and goal of this publication is to
guide and stimulate school officials, architects, and engineers in
providing and planning new or renovated facilities which are
appropriate for early childhood education. (Photographs may reproduce
poorly.) (Author)



FRO:',I BEST ..W,',ILABLE COPY

ED 08?352
SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE SERIES / 5

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction / Division of School Planning / Raleigh, N.C.



F
O

R
E

W
O

R
D

A
s 

th
e 

S
ta

te
 o

f N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a 

en
te

rs
 th

e 
er

a 
of

 p
ub

lic
 k

in
de

r-
ga

rt
en

s 
su

pp
or

te
d 

in
 p

ar
t w

ith
 fu

nd
s 

fr
om

 th
e 

S
ta

te
's

 tr
ea

su
ry

,
it

is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
th

e 
yo

un
g 

ch
ild

re
n 

th
at

 th
e 

te
ac

he
r;

, a
nd

 th
e

fa
ci

lit
ie

sg
ro

un
ds

, b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

nd
 e

qu
ip

m
en

tb
e 

of
 th

e 
hi

gh
es

t
qu

al
ity

 o
bt

ai
na

bl
e.

E
ar

ly
 c

hi
ld

ho
od

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
nd

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
en

co
m

pa
ss

es
 th

e 
ag

e
gr

ou
p 

fr
om

 b
irt

h 
to

 a
bo

ut
 e

ig
ht

 y
ea

rs
; k

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

is
 a

 s
om

e-
w

ha
t a

rb
itr

ar
y 

se
gm

en
t o

f t
hi

s 
gr

ou
p-

-t
ho

se
 b

et
w

ee
n 

fiv
e 

an
d

si
x 

ye
ar

s 
in

 c
hr

on
ol

og
ic

al
 a

ge
. S

in
ce

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
m

at
ur

e 
at

 v
ar

yi
ng

ra
te

s,
 it

 is
 n

ot
 r

ea
so

na
bl

e 
to

 e
xp

ec
t c

on
si

st
en

t s
im

ila
rit

ie
s 

am
on

g
ch

ild
re

n 
of

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ag

e.
 K

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

ac
ce

pt
s 

ea
ch

 c
hi

ld
 a

s 
he

is
, i

n 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

st
ag

e 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 o
f c

hr
on

ol
og

ic
al

ag
e.

G
oo

d 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

fo
r 

ea
rly

 c
hi

ld
ho

od
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 e
n-

vi
ro

nm
en

t f
or

 y
ou

ng
 g

ro
w

in
g 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 li

ve
 in

an
d 

to
 le

ar
n 

in
, u

nd
er

 th
e 

ca
re

, s
tim

ul
at

io
n,

 le
ad

er
sh

ip
 a

nd
 g

ui
d-

an
ce

 o
f h

ig
hl

y 
co

m
pe

te
nt

, e
du

ca
te

d 
an

d 
w

el
l-t

ra
in

ed
 te

ac
he

rs
an

d 
as

si
st

in
g 

pe
rs

on
ne

l w
ho

 a
re

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
d 

an
d 

su
pp

or
te

d 
by

en
er

ge
tic

 a
nd

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l l
ea

de
rs

.

A
. C

R
A

IG
 P

H
IL

LI
P

S
S

ta
te

 S
up

er
in

te
nd

en
t o

f P
ub

lic
 In

st
ru

ct
io

n

S
ch

oo
l P

la
nn

in
g 

G
ui

de
 S

er
ie

s 
#5

N
O

R
T

H
 C

A
R

O
LI

N
A

 D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 P
U

B
LI

C
 IN

S
T

R
U

C
T

IO
N

D
iv

is
io

n 
of

 S
ch

oo
l P

la
nn

in
g

M
ar

ch
 1

97
0

P
ub

lic
at

v,
r)

 t.
p,

 4
32



E
A

R
LY

 C
H

ILD
H

O
O

D
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
1

P
R

E
F

A
C

E

A
s N

orth C
arolina prepares to expand the public school system

 to
include program

s for unildren five years of age, it
is essential

that an adequate and stim
ulating environm

ent be provided. D
uring

the past year M
arvin R

.A
. Johnson, consulting architect, D

ivision
of S

chool "!anning, has traveled extensively to observe som
e of

the best early childhood centers in the country. H
e and others

have review
ed a w

ide range of m
aterials on the subject. H

is studies
and efforts have m

ade it possible for the D
epartm

ent to prepare
this attractive guide for the use of those w

ho w
ill be planning

facilities for the younger children in the years ahead.

It is hoped that the thousands of young children w
ho w

ill be at-
tending the early childhood centers of the future w

ill benefit
from

 his efforts and the efforts of the other persons w
ho m

ade a
contribution to this publication. A

ppreciation is expressed for the
valuable assistance of M

rs. P
atricia B

ow
ers, artist, and M

r. R
obert

H
am

, draftsm
an, w

ho assisted w
ith the graphic arrangem

ent.

J.L. P
IE

R
C

E
D

irector D
ivision of S

chool P
lanning
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T
he purpose and goal of this publication is to guide

and stim
ulate school officials, architects and engineers

in providing and planning new
 or renovated facilities

w
hich are appropriate for early childhood education.
T

he planning of faci!ities for early childhood educa-
tion should be part of a larger, com

prehensive plan
for educational services in the com

m
unity. E

arly child-
hood education should not be an uncoordinated ap-
pendage tacked on to the existing patterns of education
in organization, program

m
ing, or staffing.

A
 num

ber of diverse persons and agencieS
 can help

in developing the program
 for early childhood educa-

tional
services,

including
teachers,

adm
inistrators,

principals, parents, specialists in early childhood educa-
tion, representatives of state educational services and
institutions of higher learning, and other consultants.

P
arents should be involved w

hen the program
 for

early childhood education
is

being developed and
form

ed. T
hey m

ay even participate in the early stages
of the processes for planning the facilities for early
childhood centers.

T
he basic nature and characteristics of young chil-

dren constitute the prim
e criteria in planning facilities

for early childhood education.
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S
ketches on pages 2. 9, 13. 14 by

R
onald H

aase. A
IA

. of N
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ork

C
ity.

they are used w
ith his perm

ission

S
ketches on pages 10. 16, 18. 20 by

R
obert H

am
. D

raftsm
an. D

ivision
of

S
chool P

lanning

P
hotographs by C

harles W
right. P

hoto-
grapher. N

 C
 D

epartm
ent of P

ublic
In-

structi-)n

T
he statem

ents quoted in this
publication

are selected from
interview

s
w

ith
the follow

ing
teachers

and
adm

inistrators
and are used w

ith their per-
m

ission.

T
heresa

D
ow

d,
kinder-

garten teacher, W
arren P

ublic
S

chool,
W

ellesley,
M

assa-
chusetts. E

.J. M
cD

erm
ott,

P
rincipal, S

cotchtow
n A

ve-
nue S

chool, G
oshen,

N
ew

Y
ork. M

rs. G
race T

ruem
an,

K
indergarten G

rade C
hair-

m
an, S

cotchtow
n

A
venue

S
chool, G

oshen, N
ew

 Y
ork.

"I think that by respecting the
nature of children, w

e
realize

that children do not change just
because the calendar chatipes,
or because a child m

oves
from

one room
 to

another; each
teacher w

ho receives a
child

from
 kindergarten needs to see

the continuity of grow
ing up,

the continuity of the
learning process, and does not

feel that
there are som

e kind
of set

boundaries or a set place w
here

a child m
ust learn

to read or
',.'s/ learn that one

and one
m

ake tw
o.

I
think program

s
should be designed for the child
and his pace of learning."

-T
heresa D

ow
d

think it's foolish not to
realize that young children have
a w

ide range
of interests and

abilities them
selves.

T
here are

som
e 3-year-olds w

ho
perform

as 5-year-olds; there are
som

e
5-year-olds

w
ho perform

as

3-year-olds."
-G

race T
ruem

an

"In m
y yeas, of teaching,

I
com

e each year to
feel m

ore
strongly that 5-year-olds learn
m

ost through w
hat is very nat-

ural and norm
al for

5-year-olds,
and that is their play experience.
T

herefore, in m
y kindergarten

and in all of the G
oshen

kinder-
gartens, w

e have the kind
of

program
s w

here children
have

freedom
 to m

ove about from
 ac-

tivity to act;yity. O
ur activities

are planned to
help

children
develop concepts,

to develop
ideas, and also to accom

m
odate

the variety of ages that you
w

ould find in a kindergarten,
both em

otionally and
chrono-

logically apt to provide for the
children w

ho are ready for ad-
ditional experiences that w

ould
enlarge their w

orld."
-G

race T
ruem

an

"O
ne of the things that / feel

strongly about is that learning
does not take place only through sight and sound. It takes

place,
especially for the young

chil-
dren, through all the senses.

-F
.J. M

cD
erm

ott

"I think that children need a
long tim

e to use their m
any

senses; m
ost of the

tim
e w

hen
people talk about abstract learn-
ing,

they speak as if feeling,
touching w

ere not a part
of

abstractionthey think in term
s

of pencil and paper w
hereas

I
think a total person can learn
abstract

thinking
by

experi-
m

enting, by trying out, by m
aking

a lot of m
istakes and

not being
afraid to go try it again."

-T
heresa D

ow
d

"A
nother thing that is

very
im

portant to m
e is to give the

child opportunities to
observe

things.
visit places and have

adults really listen w
hen

chil-
dren have som

ething to
say.

M
any chances for sensoriM

otor
experiences

should be
avail-

able."
-E

J. M
cD

erm
ott

"F
or m

e, not w
ork books, not

a lot of paper stuff,
but the

kinds of m
aterials that a child

can m
ove around to

find how
m

uch, how
 little, how

 big, how
strong, how

 you put things to-
gether, the size and shape of
things,

the
discovery

of the
m

eaning of w
ords through his

ow
n language and a

readiness
on the teacher's part

to put
dow

n this thoughtw
hat he

know
s, w

hat he saysis som
e-

thing
that can he

translated
into sym

bols."
T

heresa D
ow

d
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ighly com
petent, w

ell-educated, w
ell-trained, accept-

bly experienced teachers and assisting personnel
W

here appropriate and available, adequate additional
resource personnel
S

ervices of com
petent persons in the fields of physical

and m
ental health and social rehabilitation

LE
A

D
E

R
S

H
IP

S
chool boards and adm

inistrative leaders w
ho have a

concern for and a know
ledge of the significance and

im
portance of early childhood education

S
chool principals w

ho accept early childhood educa-
tional program

s and services as an integral part of the
school

F
IN

A
N

C
EA
dequate funds distributed equitably to early childhood

program
s as w

ell as to other services and program
s of

the school

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

-R
E

LA
T

E
D

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
A

lthough based at the early childhood education cen-
ter or school, utilizes m

any resources in the com
m

unity
such as parks, cultural facilities, com

m
ercial and in-

dustrial enterprises, libraries, com
m

unity service agen-
cies, health and social services
A

ppropriately related to hom
e and fam

ily in order to
coordinate the attitudes and experience of hom

e and
school and to im

prove the understandings of child
developm

ent by the parents
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S
anitation

A
greeably

sanitary
w

ithout
antiseptic

institutional
quality
P

rovided w
ith adequate and safe w

ater supply rd w
aste

disposal system
s w

hich exceed m
inim

um
 requirem

ents
of state and local authorities
E

quipped vvi',11 appropriate fixtures for w
aste disposal

and cleanliness
M

eeting local sanitation inspection standards

S
afety

F
ree of avoidable hazards

P
rovided w

ith adequate exits
M

eets the snirit as w
elt as the letter of S

tate and local
building coons
P

ossible hazards from
 m

otor vehicles reduced to a
m

inim
um

O
utdoor equipm

ent and structures of sturdy m
aterials

O
utdoor surfaces of m

aterials w
hich m

inim
ize causes

of abrasions, cuts, etc., and w
hich are w

ell tended and
w

ell m
aintained

It
is essential that facilities for children should be

thorougly safe and sanitary.
./......3,.7/0=

4 eve, a,
-1/ 1A

le

cluesece«..1. C
. M

oil
4.4.ckeze aw

ay
t4c

ea--

peruiste aicsa,



10
 E

A
R

LY
 C

H
IL

D
H

O
O

D
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 d

ia
gr

am
, n

ot
 a

 p
la

n;
it 

sh
ow

s 
po

ss
ib

le
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
ps

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

va
rio

us
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

an
d 

th
e 

ar
ea

s 
pr

im
ar

ily
 s

et
 a

si
de

fo
r 

th
es

e 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. O

ut
 o

f s
uc

h 
a

di
ag

ra
m

 p
re

pa
re

d 
fo

r 
a 

sp
ec

ifi
c

si
tu

at
io

n 
m

ig
ht

 c
om

e 
th

e 
ba

si
c

id
ea

 fo
r 

a 
bu

ild
in

g 
pl

an
.

.*
11

11
10

,,k
g7

II
V

E
17

16
A

Y
11

1/
1/

1/
/,

,,\
\N

01
11

_1
11

11
11

11
11

11
11

11
11

11
1.

ir

Q
R

C
A

V
IP

) 
A

g5
i3

aV
O

W
G

A
M

E
S

P
LA

Y
LE

A
R

N

C
O

N
C

E
PT

U
A

L
K

IN
D

E
R

G
A

R
T

E
N

..



T
he term

 "facilities" includes site
and

grounds,
buklings

and
equipm

ent.

F
ive-year-old

children
are

-pliant"; they can adapt them
-

selves to a great variety of physi-
cal circum

stances and environ-
m

enta/situations. T
his character-

istic of young children m
ust not

he exploited, nor be used as an
excuse

for m
erely sheltering

them
in

dull,
depressing,

crow
ded,

inadequate or plain
bland su,--,

ndings and buildings.

T
H

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
11

LO
C

A
T

IO
N

In an elem
entary or union school, or in a separate center

for early childhood education and developm
ent for chil-

dren of ages 5 through 8
R

easonably close and convenient to the hom
es of the

pupils, elim
inating thy: need for long travel tim

e in auto-
m

obile or bus

T
R

A
F

F
ICF

or w
alking children, w

alkw
ays do not cross drive-

w
ays on school site

D
rivew

ays and parking areas rem
oved and separated by

barriers from
 children's play and activity areas

A
 safe w

aiting area, covered w
here feasible, for chil-

dren aw
aiting transportation at end of school day

C
H

A
R

A
C

T
E

R
IS

T
IC

S
M

any opportunities for each child to do m
any things,

som
e of w

hich the hom
e environm

ent does not provide
or allow
S

ituations w
hich increase a child's aw

areness of all
there is to be done and enjoyed
A

 great and rich variety of tools, devices, m
aterials and

instrum
ents to provide each child the opportunities to

try m
any activities

S
tim

uli for a//the senses
S

ite w
ith varied topography and plant life

P
artly w

ild and haturalplants and anim
als;

partly
precise and m

an-m
adeglass, m

etal, ceram
ics

A
ccepting child-like clutter, yet also providing pure

and ascetic space for those w
ho are easily distracted

N
ot bland or dull, but w

ith character and personality
V

ersatile and adaptable to change w
ithout

losing
identity
W

ith built-in variety: rugged for active play, yet also
quiet and elegant for rest and gentleness
P

erm
issive, not inhibiting

W
ell-proportioned and appropriately scaled

to the
child
O

f good quality, not cheap or shoddy
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O
utdoor area for the exclusive use of children in early child-

hood center is separated froin playgrounds of older children
by m

eans of shrubbery or w
ell-designed fence.
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A
pproxim

ately 15,000 square feet or m
ore recom

-
m

ended to accom
m

odate up to 3 classes; sm
aller

spaces acceptable if they are w
ell-planned

S
urfaces:

S
od or turf for large portion of area

U
neven and irregular topography desirable for part

of grounds
S

uitably surfaced place for gam
es and sm

all vehicles
V

arious textures, such as gravel, sand, pine needles,
grass, concrete, asphalt, brick, earth

F
eaturesV

ariety of plant life: trees, shrubs, grass, w
eeds, flow

ers
P

ortion of outdoor area closely related to indoor area
Large "sculpture" piec ,3 for interest and for clim

bing
C

lim
bing and other large m

uscle exercise apparatus
S

turdy and durable benches and tables
O

utdoor w
eatherproof electric outlets

O
utdoor frost-proof w

ater hydrant
S

torage room
 directly accessible from

 outdoors, lock-
able, w

ith space for large item
s such as w

agons, tri-
cycles, large blocks, and other bulky item

s; w
ide door

for easy access
P

ortion of outdoor paved area covered by roof or canopy
S

andbox, capable of being covered
T

oilet room
s readily accessible from

 outdoors





T
he location of the early child-

hood education center deter-
m

ines in part the nature and ex-
tent of related accom

m
odations

for staff, parents, and special
services for the children.

W
here early childhood educa-

tion is located in a larger school,
som

e of the facilities and serv-
ices of the school w

ill be avail-
able. In the facility w

hich houses
only a center for early childhood
education, special room

s and
equipm

ent w
ill be needed.

"In addition to the regular pro-
gram

 and kindergarten, w
e have

a hot lunch program
 for the chil-

dren; steam
 carts are brought to

the room
s rather than taking the

children to the cafeteria. W
e

feel that if they are in their room
s,

there are m
any learning exper-

iences that can take place."
-E

d M
cD

erm
ott
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T
E

A
C

H
E

R
S

 &
 S

T
A

F
F

O
ffice space for teacher(s), for records and for sm

ar
conferences
C

onference room
 for 8 to 10 persons; this room

 m
ay

also be available for tem
porary isolation or separation

of an individual child
T

oilet room
s for adultsteachers and visitorsw

ith
w

ater closet and lavatory

H
E

A
LT

H
 &

 G
U

ID
A

N
C

E
H

ealth room
 for health inspections, for tem

porary
separation of sick child; located adjacent to office for
ease of supervision; used also for visiting personnel
w

ho provide psychological, psychiatric, or guidance
services; contains lavatory
T

oilet room
 adjacent

S
how

er and bath tub nearby

F
O

O
D

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

S

A
ccess to food service facilities 1.vhere early childhood

education is accom
m

odated in a larger school
P

rovision of m
inim

um
 food services determ

ined by
daily Lchedule: hot lunch accom

m
odations if children

rem
ain during noon hour

P
rovision for snacks at all early childhood education

centers. refrigerator and electric hot plate are m
inim

um
requirem

ents

P
H

Y
S

IC
A

L E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

A
ccess to indoor physical education facilities if located

in a larger school

R
E

S
T

 A
R

E
A

E
specially for full-day program

s, space and equipm
ent

to perm
it children to recline for rest period; to save

floor space, this m
ay be on tw

o levels

B
U

ILD
IN

G
 O

P
E

R
A

T
IO

N
R

oom
 w

ith service sink or receptor w
ith w

ater, plus
storage for equipm

ent and supplies for custodian
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T
A

B
LE

SF
lat-topped, som

e accom
m

odating tw
o, others three

or m
ore children

O
f various sizes and shapes

S
turdy, yet easily m

ovable

C
H

A
IR

SW
ell-designed

O
f appropriate height

S
turdy, yet easily m

ovable
S

om
e to accom

m
odate tw

o or m
ore children

S
everal for adults

C
H

A
LK

B
O

A
R

D
A

pproxim
ately ten lineal feet, som

e of w
hich m

ay ex-
tend to top of baseboard

D
IS

P
LA

Y
 A

R
E

A
S

W
all m

aterial or special surfaces on m
uch of the avail-

able w
all area to allow

 for display of flat and of three
dim

ensional exhibit
S

upplem
entary display rails at several heights above

floor
H

ooks or rings in ceiling for hanging displays

C
A

S
E

W
O

R
K

A
bundance of cabinets, shelving and storage com

part-
m

ents:
F

lat plan file for storage of paper, at least
24" x 36"
S

helving for books and other m
edia

S
helving for sm

all blocks, toys, art supplies,
collections
C

abinets w
ith adjustable shelves for storage of

instructional devices such as projectors, re-
cording discs and tapes, players, recorders,
m

icroscopes, sm
all m

usical instrum
ents

T
ops and backs of shelf units and cabinets

to be used for displays and exhibits
V

ertical open-front cubicle w
ith shelf and hooks

for personal item
s and clothing of pupils; one

unit for each student
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E
LE

C
T

R
IC

 &
 E

LE
C

T
R

O
N

IC
S

ervices, circuits and w
iring, for the convenient use of

electrical devices, indoor and outdoor, including re-
ception and input for television
P

rovision for com
puter term

inal
Intercom

m
unication w

ith other parts of school if early
childhood center is part of a larger school
T

elephone service to outside
E

m
ergency alarm

T
R

A
N

S
P

O
R

T
A

T
IO

N
W

here school transportation is provided, special at-
tention to com

fortable and safe seating for sm
all children

In large schools, special entrance to building for chil-
dren in early childhood education

T
he fam

iliarity of m
ost children w

ith m
odern com

m
uni-

cation devices such as audiovisual and television, and
the usefulness of these for child developm

ent program
s,

dem
and that these m

edia be accom
m

odated.

"W
e don't have a separate bus transportation system

,
but I w

ould like to have them
 t_,Isssed separately if

possible."
-E

d M
cnerriott
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